U-CD Blitzen, BH, ScH1, CGC: One of a Kind
Obedience, Hunting, Protection or Tracking This Schutzhund GSP Can Do It All

Theugh throughout fry childhood I'd
ey Blesead with many talented GSPs, |
came 1o realize that one dog in particular,
Bllitresn s "One o 8 Kind.™ Even thdaigh he
imay not be i NS5 winner he ceraksly can
inpaess amy spoarls dog fanatic

From the time | acqguired Blitzen as
a8 7 week old he immedisiely showad
sugaerh henting instincts for bird work,
AL close 1o & year and hall old Blitz and |
obiaind our Srsg tw legs of & LICD in just
on weskend, Sk months later, | staried
tratning with Andres Aporteda, a Master
Triaer &l Professional Canme Conder a
Bog Trainers Academy, 1o toueh up some
of my obedisnce. At PC.CL | finished my
last lag of a UCD with 8 respectiul 1BS
fEs. Maxl | focused on obtaining a BH, an
intarnalbonal competition dog title. Under
the guldance of Andres Aportala (an Inter-
national cartified Master Trainer ard conti-
Ned DUEA Bgent), Bl and 1 learmed the
precision ol the sport of Schutchund. The
BH includes a routing of several hundoed
pacOs, 8 group weave, a sl in motion, a
B ey unddgr clisira CTion and & dow in
modion with a recall. in May of 2003 Blitr
was titled im the first step of the Genman
spart of Sehutsun.

Schitahiend, a German Inspired sport,
is st chisely related (o milifary or polics
worl i s predominately done with work-
ing briseds and typicaily raferred 10 &5 o
Master Dop Sport.  Trials are complated
within 2-3 days, although it could take up
by 2= yeErs 10 prepace i oog o a Tull tele
{apprax, T500-20080 hours of trainkng], 1t
is & spodt of intensity, procaso, dinas and
controd and tests tha threp basic instincts
of the working dog: Tracking. Obadiengs
and Predection, These trials test the ability
of each individueal dog in three separata
Ievals of traindng, beginning with the S2H
1. Faliaweng with & ScH 2 and ending with a
ScH 3, Aheroldtaining any of thess Masier
Titbesi & chog and trainer areg intemationally
recognized,

Upan obtaining a BH, Andres, his
helper and | realized that BIZ 5 mod your
typical Bird dog @ gon dog that oan do
protection?!  The more we all saw the
betier we reslized he was going 1o make
history, Natural with pray, Bitz quickly
atsoriod the sel of theé shoewe, the man
and the control game. Working with, the
ristural fighting drive of the GSP, leaching
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and ferding tha instincts 1o bite wene il
difficult. Al the other instincls cams iyl
play while using the methods of Andres
In teaching DEteen ground tracking and
article Indication. | continwed o builkl on
hig obediwncs by training the dumbbell
retrieves over obstacles and the sand out
with dawn command.. In over & year's
U Blite retained many hours of training
in several phases. Whether it & staving
Stesdy iowing snd shol or tracking articles
and protection he's done it all with shde.

friaf Dgy: October 87, T30 &m and the
ScH 1 dog - teams amive o repart in and
recaivg thlr driws, (10 this spdrt usually
thare is 8 German fudge sent over far lhe
host cluby) The butterfiies start and the
rain bagin o mist. After | suited ug in ram
pear, Bty fnd | healed to th fisid 10 make
history. With a judge of distinguished Gar-
man Shapard dog beckground s glanges
Baegkly &t iy rmaster (rasmes rwith an mguir-
ing lnok. | could only (maEping whet s
thinking: “4 GSP doing & GSO sportT™

Blitz knocked the judpes” socka off

seprching, ansuend a blind and keeping
“the man" with a hodding barck ancd bald
his grounad] W scored respectisety with
A5pda, pronounced fighting drive.  Cfeedi-
encE was next aller a sapnifcant treak for
Elie chiagt e eaanolber beams,

Surprisingly e rain hekd ol uniil the
wbediencn stariod. As the last braco of
oog teams, | sulted up one et tiene thad
afternoon far obedience. Despite the wet
Elippary waalhor and a few dodections we
did extremely well will Q5.

Trial Dene Dctabear 3 10: 30am, it was
A brisk windy Saturdey with one of tha
hardest rairsiorms thiat fall, Through radn
theat ceamed 1o Come down: harirontly
the heige, Blitz and | took a long walk
Lo our fag. - Thans Bedore us wis our last
phase: racking (Blite s strongest instingtl,
DIRtE ate The fradh o il e had tracked in
such weather hundreds of times: before.
Methodicad and siow he ndicated each
article perfectly. The last articke unfortu-
nately did not have had enough scent, e
howered over it, and continued without

proparye inaecating. Afuir reporting out tha
Jondighe tobd mve it woulkd have bean a 100
track if not for the [ast ariche indication,
his parformance still made my dimd b tor
rerdil downpouns and conditions that we
e Aok even practiced tracking in befor
our score was 93pts, | know in my hear
Btz gave 110%.

s | walked awy from the kast diy
of compotiion | ooked &l the drenchsd
dog walking beside me and thaught of
ike amazing apporiunity he nas alked
me o experdence. He s truly-a GSP that
i 3 belovod family companion, a5 well 25
A parformancs athléts, In my exparence
in raising &nd training an animal that
sontains the knowledges, concept of appli-
cation and inglnct (o retain il @ prcaless:
Akang the way mamy' have witnessed the
fradning process and tha character of Bilz
and have bean intrigusd by him, Following
the compaetition Bt went in foran ortho-
pedic evaluatlon o investigate & lump
an heis frond beg on his wina. Fortunately
after consutting with tha onhopedic wel wi
decided itwoubd be best o remove parl of
hibs wlna. Two wieeks later | scrubbed infor
ocbservation and assistanga, The surgery
winl smoathly and the bong segment wes
et oa for Blopsy. Thankiuly the resuits
feturnad benign. Recovery was tedious
and caused minor temporary depression,
Over slx waeks time | couldn't Bl who
was rettwering mone, Yet all ended wadl
With minar restrictons and & clean bill of
Inzalth, allowing Blitz o cofilinue 10 com-
petsin the foture.

Blitzen, a hunting dog, was able to
obtain and conguer ane full title of Schut-
i, & working diog S, considersd o
bethe ulimate challenge. With hunting,
abdionce, protoction, and tracking | trly
believe he is "ONE OF A KINDL” The only
thing laft to tackle s AKC Traoking and
Agdity = Watedh Dut For Ust




